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latter  option  is  key,  he  said, 
adding:  "You  have  to  be  willing 
to  say  Plan  A  is  dead  before  you 
can  ask,  'What  is  Plan  B ?"' 

■  Prepare  people  for  change. 

Vision  casting  is  the  required 
skill  for  this  objective, 

Southerland  said. 

"You  have  to  be  able  to  paint  a 
picture  of  what  God  wants  to  do 
in  your  church,  the  blueprints  for 
growth. ...  Until  the  people  catch 
tne  vision  or,  better  yet,  until  the 
ting  vision  catches  them,  yoo  are  not 
j  t-  going  to  impact  your  communi- 
venand  from  committee-led  to  ty  for  Christ." 
staff- led.  The  pastoral  team  ■  Motivate  people  to  follow, 
stopped  trying  to  do  all  the  One  test  of  a  leader, 
work  and  focused  on  equipping  Southerland  said,  is  an  affirma- 
the  laity  as  a  ministry  force.  tive  answer  to  the  question,  "Is 

They  even  changed  their  anyone  following?'^  today's  battles  and  planning 

worship  style  to  a  more  con-  "Anyone  can  take  a  trip;  a  tomorrow's."  This  requires  the 
temporary  seeker-oriented  for-  leader  gets  people  to  go  with  skill  of  strategic  planning  beinj 

mat,  and  encouraged  members  him,"  ne  said,  adding  this  which  asks  the  question,  ~ 

to  be  intentional  in  building  requires  the  skill  of  motivation  "What's  coming  tomorrow?" 
relationships  with  lost  people.  —  the  ability  to  move  people.  Churches  need  to  use  binocu- 

The  results?  The  church  grew  ■  Cross  the  barriers  to  lars  so  they  can  look  ahead, 
from  a  membership  of  500  in  growth.  Cutting-edge  leaders  Unfortunately,  Southerland  said, 

1990  to  more  than  2,000  today.  *don't  get  stuck  up  against  the  "most  churches  use  a  micro- 

While  Southerland  is  barrier,  they  push  right  through  scope;  they  are  looking  within, 

pleased  about  the  size  of  the  it,"  he  said.  They  are  focused  on  themselves. " 

increase,  he's  even  more  "If  you  want  to  reach  people  ■  Desire  all  that  God  has  for 

pumped  about  its  source  —  for  Christ,  you  are  going  to  have  them.  "A  true  leader  is  never  *  The  July  13-17  National 

unchurched  people  represent-  to  take  some  chances.  You  can't  fully  content  and  never  quite  Sunday  School  Leadership 

ed  60%  of  the  growth.  have  a  'play  it  safe  attitude'  and  comfortable,"  Southerland  said.  Training  Conference  was  spon- 

The  changes  were  far  from  reach  a  lost  world  for  Christ."  A  desire  for  God,  he  added,  sored  by  the  Sunday  Scnool 

easy,  Southerland  admitted,  ■  Take  the  new  land.  "We  comes  from  the  ability  to  division  of  LifeWay  Christian 

adding  moving  to  an  intention-  must  live  in  two  tenses,"  believe  him,  or  faith.  This  Resources  of  the  Southern 

al  focus  on  reaching  the  Southerland  said,  "fighting  means  cutting-edge  leaders  Baptist  Convention. 


Rather  than  becoming  com¬ 
fortable  with  the  status  quo. 
Flamingo  Road's  leadership 
made  some  dramatic  changes 
in  its  approach  to  ministry. 

THey  switched  from  Dei 
program-driven  to  purpose-dii- 


CLAIMING  THE  LOST  ■—  Dan  Southerland,  teaching  pastor  at 
Flamingo  Road  Church  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  makes  a  point  dur¬ 
ing  a  July  13  message  on  "Cutting  Edge  Leadership"  at  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Baptist  Conference  Center.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


need  to  invest  in  kneepads 
because  "you  build  faith  by 
'  ig  on  your  knees  before 
God  (in  prayer)." 

"If  you're  OK  with  the  status 
quo  in  your  church,  then  you're 
not  close  to  what  God  wants  for 
you,"  Southerland  told  the 
church  staff  and  lay  leaders. 

"How  can  we  ever  be  comfort¬ 
able  when  there  is  even  one  lost 


What's  in  the 


Record 

Exec.  ComiB,  fills  slots 


Family  fi^tis  for  life 


'HealthQua^set  Aug.  8 


States  digging  SBC? 


Looking  back 


Universal  Studios  offers  a  private  screening  of  the  controversial  new 
film  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ,"  before  its  Aug.  12  release.  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  president  Jerry  Vines  agrees  to  arrange  a  small 
group  of  SBC  leaders  to  view  the  film. 


Trace  Ridge  Church,  the  newest  of  the  68  churches  in  Hinds-Madison 
Association,  holds  groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the  first  phase  of  a 
three-phase  building  program.  The  first  phase  consists  of  educational 
space  and  a  428-seat  auditorium. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  breaks  ground  on  July  1  for  a  new  75-acre  campus 
on  Gentilly  Boulevard  in  New  Orleans.  The  building  program  is  to  be 
financed  by  capital  funds  from  the  Southern  Baptist  Cooperative  Program 
and  by  gifts  of  $1,000  each  from  1,000  Southern  Baptist  supporters. 


The  littlest  teachers 


JF  Christians  were  polled  on  the  area  of  why  she  isn't 
spiritual  life  in  which  they  assume  the  married, 
greatest  piety,  the  answer  would  most  They  ask  God 
likely  be  "prayer."  We  know  how  to  pray,  to  please  talk  with 
We've  been  doing  it  for  quite  a  while,  a  neighbor  to  find 
We've  gotten  pretty  good  at  it  out  why  he  does- 

Some  of  us  even  pray  in  King  James  n't  go  to  church. 

Version,  with  plenty  or  impressive  v'thee's"  because  they  can't 
and  "thou's"  and  "whosoever's"  thrown  in  seem  to  get  a 
for  good  measure.  good  explanation 

As  we  grow  older  and  become  overly  horn  him. 
self-confident  in  careers  and  personal  con-  They  pray  that 
duct,  there  is  the  danger  that  we  can  everyboay  in  the 
become  overly  self-confident  about  world  (including 

I  our  prayer  fife,  too.  As  much  as  dogs)  will  get 

we've  practiced,  we  ought  to  be  enough  food  to 

pretty  good  at  it,  right?  eat. 

An  honest  appraisal  of  our  They  pray  that 
prayer  lives,  however,  might  indi-  the  lost  friends 

cate  otherwise.  In  our  rushed-up,  they  invite  to 

overfilled  lives,  it's  all  too  common  Vacation  Bible 

for  our  prayer  life  to  be  centered  School  will  like 

around  what  we  want  God  to  hear  the  refreshments, 
from  us  and  not  what  God  wants  to  They  ask  Jesus 
hear  from  us.  to  take  good  care 

We  expect  God  to  sit  still  and  lis-  of  Granny,  the 
ten  to  us,  without  returning  the  great-grandmoth¬ 
er  courtesy.  Too  often,  our  prayers  er  whose  death 

•  consist  of  laundry  lists  of  self-per-  gave  them  their 

ceived  needs  and  desires.  Almost  as  first  lesson  in 

an  afterthought,  we  give  a  quick  what  happens  to 

nod  to  the  missionanes  and  then  Christians  after 

we're  off  to  sleep.  they  die. 

For  most  Christians,  a  little  honesty  Each  night  of 
juld  go  a  long  way.  As  deeply  as  we  prayers  with 
lieve  we  have  this  prayer  thing  down  them  is  an 
t,  we  could  use  a  reality  check  every  now  admonishment  to 
d  then.  not  take  myself  so 

I  think  I've  found  the  perfect  reality  seriously,  that  I 

eck.  I  pray  with  preschoolers.  am  as  much  a  child  in  the  eyes  of  the  Father  true  in  their 

Unencumbered  with  the  cares  of  the  as  are  they.  He  knew  th 

world  and  unmoved  by  what  adults  think  In  my  world  of  deadlines  and  denom-  ing  Heaven 

is  important,  the  prayers  of  the  two  inational politics  and  broken  lawn  mowers.  Maybe  tl 

preschoolers  with  whom  I  have  the  privi-  1  quite  often  need  to  be  reminded  of  that  church  wor] 
lege  of  praying  are  as  pure  and  heartfelt  as  simple  truth.  service.  Ma1 

any  that  reach  the  ears  of  God.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Savior  was  so  be  gained  b 

They  understand  prayer.  They  pray  for  a  fond  of  children  during  his  time  on  earth?  children, 
pregnant,  hospitalized  teenager  and  her  He  knew  they  needed  no  further  evidence  Maybe  w 
baby  even  though  they  don't  understand  of  a  loving  God  than  what  they  knew  to  be  the  feet  of  tl 
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Somewhere  in  the  world 
today  fighting  is  going  on 
between  nations  or  groups  of 
people.  Since  I  served  in  World 
War  II,  and  came  close  to  being 
called  from  the  Naval  Reserves 
during  the  Korean  War  of  1950, 1 
deeply  desire  peace  for  our 
country  and  the  whole  world. 
We  don't  fully  realize  what  peace 
means  to  us  until  war  comes. 
Then  when  we  see  the  tragedies 
of  war  we  realize  that  we  must 
do  all  we  can  to  avoid  it.  Wars 
can  be  avoided  if  people  in  every 
country  will  seek  God's  guid¬ 
ance  in  their  relationship  with 
others.  To  obtain  God's  guidance 
people  everywhere  should  read 
the  Bible  and  earnestly  pray  so 
they  can  have  constant  commu¬ 
nications  with  God. 

The  Day  of  Prayer  for  World 
Peace  provides  Christians  the 
opportunity  and  the  motiva¬ 
tion  to  beseech  God  for  world 
peace.  Prayer  is  the  most  pow¬ 
erful  force  in  the  world,  and 
that  power  is  available  tcf  us  all. 
As  Southern  Baptists  observe 
the  Day  of  Prayer  for  World 
Peace  on  August  2,  let  us  plan 
to  spend  mucn  time  in  prayer. 

We  should  ask  our  pastors  to 
urge  their  people  to  pray  for 
world  peace  on  that  day 
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Pray  for  peace 

By  Harry  L.  Raley,  member 
Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson 
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because  we  need  to  get  as  many 
people  praying  as  possible. 

As  we  pray  for  world  peace 
we  will  want  to  pray  for  peace 
in  our  own  lives  and  that  of  our 
families.  We  will  want 
to  pray  that  young 
people  will  not  yield  / 

to  temptations  of  alco-  •  T 
hoi,  drugs,  and  sexual  )  * 

immorality.  We  should  l 
pray  that  victory  can  .. 

be  won  over  crime, 
and  criminals  can  be 


influenced  by  Christians.  We  responsibility  to  pray  for  our 
should  pray  for  government  government  leaders  instead  of 
leaders  in  our  cities,  states,  and  critizing  them.  One  of  our  church 
country  as  well  as  for  all  the  members  said  that  he  decided  to 
nations  of  the  world.  try  to  pray  for  our  president 

We  think  of  Jesus  as  more  than  he  criticizes  nim.  This 
being  the  Prince  of  day  of  prayer  can  make  us  more 
Peace.  He  said  to  his  dis-  conscious  of  praying  for  the 
ciples  "Peace  I  leave  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
with  you,  my  peace  I  people  all  over  the  world, 
give  you.  I  do  not  give  What  we  need  most  in  our 
■  /  as  the  world  gives.  Do  world  is  not  more  money,  edu- 

*  y  not  let  your  hearts  be  cation,  more  ideas,  books,  or 

strategies.  We  need  hands  lifted 
up  in  prayer. 

May  we  be  faithful  in  pray¬ 
ing  and  may  God  grant  us 
peace  all  over  the  world! 

Raley,  a  retired  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionary,  is  prayer  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Bo* 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  968-3800 


VOLUME  122  NUMBER  25 
(ISSN-0005-5778) 

Published  weekly  except  weeks  of  )uly  4 
and  Christmas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  515  Mississippi  Street, 
lackson,  MS  39201 .  Subscription  $8.35  per 
year  payable  in  advance.  Economy  plans 
available  for  cooperating  Mississippi 
churches.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at 
lackson,  MS.  Member,  Association  of  State 
Baptist  Papers.  Deadlines:  News  items  — 
one  calendar  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date.  Advertising  —  two  calendar 
weeks  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 


Dai|  of  Prater 
for  U/orld  Peace 

Sunday,  August  2, 1998 


The  Baptist  Record 


Youth  Night  '98 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 


morning  event  at  1,500  people,  of  First  Church,  Yazoo 
Those  numbers  were  a  moderate  City;  Jeremy  little  of 
decline  from  a  year  ago,  he  said.  Sylvarena  Church, 
However,  tne  offering  total  Wesson;  Ben  Derrick  of 
of  $7,600  given  during  the  two  Woodland  Hills  Church, 
n  1998  sessions  surpassed  last  Jackson;  Scott  Perkins  of 
5  year's  offering  by  nearly  First  Church,  Madison; 
tt  $1,200,  Buckles  pointed  out.  and  Sarah  McDonnell  of 
.  ,  .  „  -  Performing  at  the  1998  Youth  Broadmoor  Church, 

man  of  the  committee  that  Night  sessions  was  Small  Town  Jackson, 
planned  this  year's  event.  Poets,  a  popular  group  of  Buckles  reported 

Matt  Buckles,  consultant  in  Southern  Baptist  contemporary  that  a  new  feature  test- 
the  Church  Administration/  musicians  from  Georgia  current-  ed  this  year  turned  out 
Pastoral  Ministries  department  ly  on  tour  around  the  country.  to  be  a  big  hit.  Both 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Featured  speaker  was  Duffy  Small  Town  Poets  and 
Convention  Board  (MBCB),  said  Robbins,  a  well-known  youtn  Robbins  attended  an 
attendance  decreased  slightly  ministry  specialist  and  chair  of  autograph  party  after 
but  spiritual  decisions  increased  the  department  of  youth  min-  the  Friday  evening  ses- 
over  the  previous  year.  istry  at  Eastern  College  in  St.  sion  at  the  Baptist 

Buckles  estimated  attendance  David's,  Penn.  Book  Store  in  Rid] 

at  die  July  24  evening  session  at  Presenting  testimonies  at  the  Court  in  Jackson. 

7, 500  people,  and  tne  July  25  twin  sessions  were  Jamie  Hopson  Buckles  said  about  : 


\o  »rinS  /U, 


World 


Second 
Front  Page 


♦  l.arr\  Salter,  loiwiluini  m 

the  MBCB  Sunday  School 

Small  Town  Poets  department. 
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director,  SS  staffer  approved 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


She  also  graduated  from  Mississippi 
College  with  a  bachelor  of  science  in  edu¬ 
cation  degree  (1980). 

In  addition  to  her  WMU  service  in  two 
states,  she  has  served  as  children's  minister 
Pascagoula,  preschool 
director  at  Morrison  Heights  Church  in 
Clinton,  and  as  a  classroom  teacher  in 
the  MBCB  Pascagoula  and  two  Fla.  school  districts. 

She  was  also  Bible  School  director  for 
the  Singapore  Baptist  mission  in  Malaysia 
during  the  summer  of  1985. 

Cassibry  is  single.  In  placing  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  WMU  executive  director 
search  committee  before  the  MBCB  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  MBCB  executive  assistant 
Gene  Dobbs  said,  "I  am  pleased  to  enthusi¬ 
astically  concur  in  this  recommendation. 

She  is  uniquely  qualified  by  expertise, 
training,  experience,  and  commitment  to 
render  exceptional  service  to  the  cause  of 
Christ." 

Clendinning  also 
holds  two  masters  de- 
grees:  a  master  of  arts  mm 
in  religious  education  B 

(1988)  and  a  master  of  I  J  I 

arts  in  marriage  and  I  | 

family  counseling!  1 

(1988),  both  from!  ;M|H 

Southwestern  Semin- 
ary  in  Ft.  Worth.  v!j 

He  also  earned  a  ^ ■ 
bachelor  of  science  de¬ 
gree  in  education  and 
psychology  from  Sam- 
rord  University  in  Birrr 

Prior  to  his  service  in  Couisville,  he  was 
minister  of  education  and  music  at 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  on  July  25  approved  a  new  execu-  at  First  Church  in 
tive  director  for  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  and  filled  a 
vacant  consultant  position  in 
Sunday  School  department. 

Kay  Cassibry,  cur-HH 
rent  executive  director 


Marjean  Patterson 
retires  after  41  years  of 
WMU  service. 

John  Clendinning, 
minister  of  education  at  First  Church, 
Louisville,  will  begin  new  duties  on  Aug. 
17  as  the  general  administration  consultant 
in  the  MIKTB  Sunday  School  department. 

Cassibry  was  bom  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  and 
considers  Santa  Rosa  Shores  Church  in 
Gulf  Breeze,  Fla.,  to  be  her  home  church. 
She  was  baptized  there  at  the  age  of  nine 
by  her  pastor  father. 

Cassibry  holds  a  master  of  arts  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary  in  New 
Orleans  (1993)  and  a  master  of  arts  in  ele¬ 
mentary  education  from  the  University  of 
West  Florida  in  Pensacola  (1986). 


Cassibry 


Clendinning 
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Family  waging  courageous  battle  for  life 


HATTIESBURG  (Special)  —  down  a  long  road,"  said  Johns* 
Patricia  Johnson  of  Saucier  Johnson.  She  travels  between  Evi 
deals  with  the  reality  of  a  sick  Saucier  and  Jackson  several  of  t 
child  everyday.  Not  only  does  times  a  week  for  Billy  Joe's  treat-  seems 
her  11-year-old  son  Billy  Joe  ments,  but  that  may  end  soon.  ing  to 
have  Dovyn's  Syndrome,  he  is  Billy  Joe  will  nave  a  bone  Bill 
fighting  a  serious  illness:  acute  marrow  transplant  in  August  at  who 
lymphatic  leukemia.  University  Medical  Center  in  time 

More  than  the  cutting  edge  of  Jackson.  health 

medical  care,  more  than  the  love  Bone  marrow  transplants  on  for  hi: 

and  support  of  his  extended  children  with  Down's  in  his 
family,  Buly  Joe  depends  on  his  Syndrome  are  usually  done  at  comp 
mother  Patricia.  St.  Jude's  hospital  in  Memphis,  struct: 

She  is  deter-  Tenn.,  or  at  Houston  Medical  house 
mined  to  over-  Center  in  Texas.  ing  fo 

come  every  This  will  be  the  first  opera-  "It' 

obstacle  until  tion  of  its  kind  in  Mississippi.  him, 
her  child  is  well.  For  Johnson,  the  operation  from 
and  she  is  doing  could  not  be  done  anywhere  else,  but  ht 
so  while  main-  "He  loves  his  doctors  and  nurses,  have 
BDHHH  taining  her  fame  Th,ev  know  him  and  understand  house 
ly  and  continu-  his  responses  to  treatment.  Billy  said, 
ing  her  educa-  Joe  knows  that  he  is  sick  but  I  Mi 
tion.  don't  think  he  understands  how  Make 

Johnson  is  a  serious  it  it,"  she  said.  Founc 

physical  educa-  Billy  Joe  will  be  quarantined  send 
tion  major  at  for  four  to  eight  weeks  follow-  family 
William  Carey  ing  the  transplant.  Unable  to  long 
College's  coast  leave  the  sterile  environment  of  the 
campus.  She  has  his  isolation  room,  his  mother  Tenne: 
-  f|  maintained  a  will  be  his  only  companion.  Joh 

dean's  list  acad-  "We  will  be  playing  video  to  spe 
^H^Hemic  standing.  games  and  watching  a  lot  of  band 

"I  brought  all  television,"  she  said.  with 

of  my  school  supplies  to  the  Johnson,  who  already  teach-  before 

hospital.  There  I  could  study  es  at  Saucier  Elementary  School  "E\ 

ana  sit  with  Billy  Jbe.  It  just  in  Saucier,  was  unable  to  donate  going 

seemed  to  work  out,"  Johnson  bone  marrow  for  Billy  Joe.  the  mi 

said.  His  sixteen-year-old  sister  bom  s 

Billy  Joe  was  diagnosed  in  Penny  Lynette  will  be  the  donor,  him  'tl 
1996  at  University  Medical  "Penny  lined  up  to  donate  Wh 
Center  in  Jackson.  her  marrow.  There  was  never  with 

"Since  that  day,  we  have  been  any  question  in  her  mind,"  needs, 


All  I  could  say  was  that  I  had 
a  baby  that  needed  taking  care 
of.  I  never  questioned  God, 
even  after  my  mother  died  a 
few  months  after  Billy  Joe's 
diagnosis. 

i  try  to  live  by  Joshua  1:9. 
'Be  strong  ana  of  good 
courage;  be  not  frightened;  nei¬ 
ther  be  dismayed,  for  the  Lord 
your  God  is  with  you  wherever 
you  go.'" 


WILLING  DONOR  —  Patricia 
Johnson  (right)  hugs  daughter 
Penny  Lynette,  who  will  donate 
bone  marrow  for  her  brother  Billy 
Joe's  transplant  operation  in  August 
at  University  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson.  (BR  special  photo) 


Off-site  ministry  projects  leaving  lasting  impact 
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ABP  plans 
magazine 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  "God  has  cleaned,  painted  and  sorted  food  for  the 
brought  us  all  here  to  do  something  food  pantry  at  the  center,  which  offers 
through  us,"  Sarah  Groves  told  10,000-plus  assistance  to  individuals  and  families, 
teens  gathered  for  the  opening  session  of 
the  July  1-4  National  Acteens  Convention 
(NAC)  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Groves,  youth  consultant  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  and  a  key  organizer  of  the 
event,  was  referring  not  only  to  what 
would  happen  inside  the  Kentucky  Fair 
and  Exposition  Center,  but  also  to  the 
impact  the  girls  would  make  across 
Louisville  ana  southern  Indiana  through 
four  sessions  of  service  projects. 

On  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  10,315 
teens  and  leaders  fanned  out  across  the 
area  to  clean  up  local  parks  and  recreation 
areas,  minister  to  children  and  senior 
adults,  clean  and  paint  ministry  centers 
and  perform  a  variety  of  other  volunteer 
ministries  at  220  sites. 

Outside  the  exposition  center,  NAC  par¬ 
ticipants  received  high  marks. 

^They've  done  an  excellent  job,"  said 
Randall  Harvey,  director  of  Jefferson  Street 
Baptist  Center  in  downtown  Louisville. 

"I've  been  very  impressed  with  their  work 
ethic.  They've  gotten  more  done  than  we 
expected.'' 

About  200  K«rls  worked  at  Jefferson 
Street  Baptist  Center  during  the  two-day 
period,  cleaning  and  painting  the  building 
that  houses  a  long-standing  ministry  to 
Louisville's  homeless. 

Renee  Bryant,  director  of  Fern  Creek/ 

Highview  United  Ministries  Inc.,  said  the 
young  women  reminded  her  of  when  she 
was  an  Acteen  in  Irving,  Texas.  Workers 


HOUSTON  (ABP)  — 
FaithWorks,  a  new  magazine 
published  by  Associated 
Baptist  Press  (ABP),  made  its 
debut  in  late  June. 

Plans  call  for  the  Christian 
lifestyle  magazine  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  every  other  month  at 
first  and  increase  to  monthly  in 
1999.  It  will  be  staffed  sepa¬ 
rately  from  ABP's  8-year-old 
independent  news  service 
based  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.  The 
project  also  includes  a  com¬ 
panion  web  site,  www.faith- 
works.com.  ABP  also  has  a 
new  web  site,  www.abp- 
news.com: 

The  magazine  is  targeted  at 
young  adults,  age  25  to  45, 
particularly  those  who  do  not 
read  traditional  Baptist  publi¬ 
cations  and  who  say  their 
needs  are  not  met  by  current 
religious  periodicals. 

Articles  in  the  first  issue 
include  an  introduction  to  the 
"Millennial, "  a  designation  for 
the  generation  born  since 
1978;  a  resurgence  in  the  use 
of  the  arts  in  worship;  a  profile 
of  the  Christian  alternative  rock 
group  Jars  of  Clay;  and  tips  on 
now  to  simplify  a  hectic  life. 


OFF  WITH  THE  BAD  —  Replacing  gang 
graffiti  with  Christian  graffiti  was  one  of  the 
off-site  ministries  100  Acteens  were 
assigned  to  during  the  four  rotations  of 
National  Acteens  Convention.  Clara  Utley 
(kneeling)  from  First  Church,  Lewisville, 
Texas,  left  behind  a  message  from  John  3:16. 
(WMU  photo  by  Stephen  Peek) 


The  Baptist  Record 


Seminary  chorus  serenades  biker  church 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  Tuxedos 
among  a  sea  of  black  leather.  Cars  and 
Harleys  in  the  parking  lot.  Clean-cut  hair¬ 
cuts  outnumbered  by  ponytails  and  long 
beards.  A  precisely  planned  music  pro¬ 
gram  blended  with  an  open,  spontaneous 
congregation. 


planned  music  pro 
an  open,  spontaneous 


congregation. 

Two  cultures,  one  church. 

For  the  Southwestern  Seminary  men's 
chorus,  the  last-minute  addition  of  Church 
in  the  Wind  —  a  biker  church  started  by 
Gary  Davis  with  regular  services  on  Friday 
night  —  became  the  most  memorable  stop 
on  its  spring  tour. 

"My  first  impression  when  I  heard  they 
were  coming?"  pastor  Davis  asks  through  a 
boisterous  laugh.  "Oh  boy,  tuxes  and  high 
church,  this  will  be  a  real  eye-opener  for 
them.  Our  idea  of  dressing  up  is  wearing  a 
shirt  with  buttons  on  it." 


Unidentified  chorus  member,  Davis  and 


The  praise  band  of  Church  in  the  Wind 
opened  the  service.  "They  have  a  different 
type  of  service,"  Tommy  Rowel,  a  member 
or  the  men's  chorus,  recounted.  "They  have 
a  loose  format,  people  are  in  and  out." 

After  the  praise  band,  the  men's  chorus 
performed  songs  such  as  "Amazing  Grace" 
and  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  with  precision  and 

Eassion  that  years  of  practice  and  training 
ave  produced. 

Some  members  of  Church  in  the  Wind 
heard  many  of  the  treasured  classic  hymns 
for  the  first  time. 

The  joint  worship  helped  break  down 
walls.  'T  saw  a  small  boy  come  in  with  a 
lady.  He  had  patches  over  his  eyes,"  said 
chorus  member  Grady  Chism. 

"I  found  out  later  he  and  his  sister  were 
playing  the  day  before  and  she  accidental¬ 
ly  sprayed  hair  sp;ay  in  his  eyes.  They  did¬ 
n't  know  at  the  time 
if  he  would  regain 
his  sight. 

"He  listened 
through  the  entire 
concert  with  a  big 
smile  on  his  face. 
After  the  concert  I 
had  the  opportunity 
to  befriend  him  and 
we  had  our  picture 
made  together. 

"He  said  that  if 
he  was  able  to  see 
again  he  wanted  to 
know  what  I  looked 
like." 

"The  men's  cho¬ 
rus  allowed  our 
people  to  get  a  taste 
of  traditional 
church  and  get  over 
some  of  their  fears 
of  it,"  Davis  said, 
new  biker  buddy  "Many  of  our 


people  don't  feel  comfortable  in  a  regular 
church.  They  (people  in  traditional 
churches)  wear  coats  and  ties  and  flow¬ 
ery  dresses;  we  wear  leather  jackets  and 
T-shirts,  jeans  and  boots. 

"The  crossing  of  cultures  showed  how 
people  can  worship  Christ  together  no 
matter  what  they  wear." 

The  performance  was  followed  by  a  time 
of  fellowship,  and  a  few  motorcycle  rides. 

"One  of  the  most  exciting  moments  of 
the  night  was  riding  with  the  pastor  on  his 
Harley,"  Rowel  said.  "Me  in  a  tux  and  him 
in  his  biker  outfit  with  his  ponytail." 

Pastor  Davis  said  that  in  1982,  "the 
Spirit  first  gave  me  the  idea  for  the  church 
... .  We  had  just  moved  into  town  and  went 
to  a  swap  meet.  I  looked  around  and  saw  a 
whole  bunch  of  people  who  needed  Jesus. 
My  wife  thought  I  was  crazy." 

Through  the  next  decade,  Davis  said  he 
dragged  nis  feet  and  put  the  idea  for  a 
biker  church  on  the  back  burner. 

The  first  attempts  to  bring  the  church  off 
the  back  burner  came  in  1996.  "I  was  at 
Riverside  Church  and  asked  if  they  used 
the  chapel  on  Friday  nights,"  Davis  said. 

Riverside  caught  the  vision  to  start  a 
church  for  bikers  and  supported  the  efforts. 

That  October,  a  barbecue  and  rally  were 
held  to  promote  the  new  church.  On  Nov. 
1,  Church  in  the  Wind  held  its  first  service 
with  about  50  people  in  attendance. 

The  church  has  held  regular  services  on 
Friday  nights  ever  since. 

"I've  been  asked,  'Why  Friday  nights?' 
and  I  explain  that  there  are  many  rides 
and  rallies  for  bikers  on  Sunday  morning, 
as  well  as  (bikers)  just  taking  a  ride," 
Davis  said. 

On  the  Friday  the  men's  chorus  rode 
into  town,  a  lasting  impression  was  made 
on  those  in  leather  and  those  in  tuxedos. 

"It  was  hard  to  leave,  very  hard  to 
leave,"  Chism  said. 


CBF  endorses 

Mississippi 

chaplain 

HOUSTON  (ABP)  —  Capt. 
James  Harwood,  assigned  to  tne 
U.S.  Navy  Chief  of  Chaplains 
Office  in  Washington,  D.C.,  has 
become  the  first  military  chap¬ 
lain  endorsed  by  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF). 

Besides  Harwood,  a  25-year 
Navy  veteran,  other  military 
chaplains  endorsed  were  Navy 
Cmdr.  James  Pope,  an  18-year 
veteran  based  in  Point  Mugu, 
Calif.;  Navy  Lt.  Cmdr.  Thomas 
McGathy,  a  14-year  veteran 
based  in  San  Diego.;  and  Eric 
Smith,  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
U.S.  Army  Reserves  in  Ft.  Worth. 

The  Council  on  Endorsement 
also  approved  Robert  Randolph, 
chaplain  at  the  Juvenile 
Evaluation  Center  of  the  North 
Carolina  Division  of  Youth 
Services,  Swannanoa,  N.C.  He 
is  a  native  of  Asheville,  N.C. 

Smith,  a  native  of  Florida 
who  grew  up  in  Mississippi, 
currently  works  in  Fort  Worth 
as  a  case  manager  for  Tarrant 
County  mental  health  and 
retardation  services  and  as  a 
bivocational  chaplain  at  a 
nursing  home.  . 


JS  (BP)  —  A  •  a  flexible  campus  structure,  directed  study,  using  the  semi- 
>ctor  of  min-  Because  of  NOBTS'  extension  nary's  Internet  access  and  e- 
jree  program  center  campus  system  and  the  maxi  with  professors  to  com- 
1  1998  enroll-  seminary's  use  of  compressed  plete  course  work, 
ans  Seminary  interactive  video  (CIV),  students  •  an  affordable  degree, 

fork  is  begin-  in  the  D.Min.  program  have  the  "Southern  Baptist  seminary 
:tor  of  educa-  option  of  taking  classes  at  any  of  education  is  tne  best  bargain 
EM)  degree.  four  locations:  New  Orleans,  available  today,"  Shaddix  said, 
y's  revised  Orlando,  Atlanta,  and  Graceville,  "The  SBC's  Cooperative 
approved  by  Fla.,  with  more  sites  to  be  added  Program  substantially  under- 
cn,  is  fully  as  the  seminary  continues  to  writes  the  cost  of  educating 
ogram  incor-  broaden  its  CIV  network.  Southern  Baptists,  allowing  for 

ition  of  semi-  Only  a  minimum  of  course  an  affordable  and  excellent 
under  super-  work  must  be  taken  on  the  preparation  for  ministry." 
jet  and  a  writ-  main  campus.  •  a  director,  Shaddix,  and 

s  include:  •  simplified  application  assistant  director,  Charles 

iven  special-  process.  "Our  new  D.Min.  pro-  Harvey  Jr.,  who  each  complet- 
The  greatest  gram  has  a  simplified  admis-  ed  D.Min.  degrees  at  Soutnem 
our  newly  sions  process  which  removes  Baptist  seminaries  while  in  full- 
i.  program  is  unnecessary  hoops  to  jump  time  ministry.  "Our  back- 
great  riexibil-  through,  making  it  easier  than  grounds  will  allow  us  to  be  sen- 
;  in  the  areas  ever  to  complete  admission,"  sitive  to  the  real-life  situations 
lich  they  feel  Lemke  said.  our  students  will  encounter 

Lemke,  sem-  •  a  flexible  schedule.  "To  be  while  involved  in  full-time 

•ur  goal  is  to  in  the  D.Min.  program,  students  ministry  and  pursuing  post- 
id  course  of  must  be  in  some  type  of  full-  graduate  stuaiesA  Shaddix 
applicable  to  time  ministry,  which  obviously  said.  "Our  experierrce  should 
listry."  puts  limits  on  their  schedules,  provide  additional  confidence 

of  ministry  besides  family  responsibilities,"  to  the  students  to  know  there 
•  more  options  Shaddix  said,  "Keeping  that  are  people  here  who  believe  in 
ecializations,"  fact  in  mind,  our  program  was  the  degree  enough  to  have 
lirector  of  the  set  up  with  limited  on-campus  completed  one." 
n.  program,  time  required,  and  we  are  Application  forms  are 

■actical  nature  implementing  all  of  our  dis-  availaole  on  the  seminary's 
ree,  we  want  tance-leaming  tools  available."  Internet  web  site  at  nobts.edu 
program  to  be  The  new  program  entails  six  or  by  calling  the  student 

mporarymin-  required  seminars,  with  three  enlistment  office  at  1-800- 
:anbe."  of  the  six  seminars  set  up  as  NOBTS-01,  ext.  3323. 


Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.  (BHS)  of  Jackson  will  host 
"HealthQuest,"  a  family-oriented  health  and  wellness  fair,  on 
Aug.  8  at  the  Baptist  Medical  Center  at  1225  State  Street  in 
Jackson. 

The  free  event,  sponsored  by  BHS  and  WLBT  TV-3  in  Jackson, 
will  be  held  from  lO  a.m.-2  p.m.,  beginning  in  The 
Colonnades,  the  new  medical  office 
building  at  Baptist,  and  continuing  IICHITli  \vV^* 


at  Baptist,  and  continuing  ilil|TI| 
through  the  hospital's  first  floor. 

Planned  activities  include:  jr 

■  Free  child  immunizations  in  con- 
junction  with  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health. 

■  Bernard's  Birthday  Party,  an  annu- 
al  event  to  introduce  children  to  the 
medical  center's  puppet  mascot. 

■  Reunion  of  cnilaren  who  have  been  patients  in  the  medical 
center's  Neonatal  Intensive  Care  unit. 

■  Health  screenings  for  cholesterol,  blood  pressure,  glucose, 
and  fitness. 

■  Tours  of  Baptist's  heart,  birthplace,  and  cancer  treatment 
facilities. 

■  Displays  from  health-related  organizations. 

■  "Pack  the  Van"  contest  to  promote  child  safety  seat  usage. 

■  Educational  sessions  on  health  topics. 

■  Refreshments. 

Door  prizes  will  be  given  away  throughout  the  day,  including 
back-to-school  shopping  trips  to  Metrocenter  Mall  in  Jackson. 

Parking  for  HealthQuest  will  be  available  in  The  Colonnades 
parking  lot  on  the  north  side  of  the  medical  center.  Registration 
is  encouraged. 

For  more  information  and  to  register,  call  the  Baptist  Health 
Line  at  (601)  948-6262. 
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Names  in  the  News 


Baptist  College  News 


Jesus  Christ 


Requests  the  Manor / 
of  Jour  ‘Presence  L 
in  Meaven! 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

■  '  ' 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.)  t 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Bentonia  Church,  Bentonia,  held  deacon  ordination  services  on 
June  21 .  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Cliff  Pace,  pastor;  Gerald  Creel;  Kim 
Sligh;  David  Osborne;  and  Griff  Irwin. 


Join  fellow  ministers  committed  to  ‘Koinonia 

Gulfcoast  Ministers’  Koinonia  Conference 


McCaleb)  and  "Baptist 
Doctrine"  (Odean  Puckett)  will 
be  taught  at  the  Jackson  Center, 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  7-9  p.m. 

"Hymnology"  (James 


Frank  Gunn 

First  Baptist  Church 
Biloxi 


Ben  Carlisle 

Arlington  Heights 
Pascagoula 


Ken  Rhodes 

DOM,  Pearl  River 


Kiely  Young 

First  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport 


First  Baptist  Church 
Gulfport 
August  31 
9  am.  to  3:30  pm. 


truest.' 

H.B.  London 

Vice  President 

Focus  on  the  Family 


Gulf  Coast 


“That  they  shall  he  one.. .that  the  world  may  Believe..."  Mm  17:21 

Covenant  Ministerial  Fellowship 

P.O.  Box  5301  Brandon,  MS  39047 


Lewis  and  Margie  (Loustalot)  Myrick  Sr.  have  made  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  recipient  of  a  $250,000  life  insurance  policy.  The 
Myricks  share  a  history  with  Carey  through  their  family  owned  busi¬ 
ness,  Economy  Supply.  Carey  has  purchased  building  materials  from 
Economy  since  the  store  opened  in  1 941 .  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Larry 
Kennedy,  WCC  interim  president;  Margie  Myrick,  and  Lewis  Myrick. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


irty-three  members  of  Carroll-Montgomery  Association  recent¬ 
ly  traveled  to  (Morthgate  Southern  Baptist  Churcn  in  Beckley,  W.  Va. 
The  construction  crew  helped  build  a  new  sanctuary.  The  other  mem¬ 
bers  held  four  sessions  of  Back-Yard  Bible  School  each  day.  They, 
also,  presented  Lawrence  Stewart,  pastor,  with  a  check  for  $1,000 
from  the  churches  in  their  association  to  help  with  construction  cost. 


Calvary  'Church, 
Greenville,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  50th  anniv 
sary  on  Aug.  -  2. 
Activities  will  include 
morning  services  and  a 
potluck  lunch  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  followed  by 
time  of  singing,  testi 
monies,  sharing,  and 
remembering.  J.  B. 
Miller,  former  pastor, 
will  be  the  guest  speak¬ 
er.  David  Lee  is  pastor. 

Higher  Faith 

in'  concert  at 
Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
on  Aug.  1  at  7  p.m. 


BUDGET  PRINTERS 


Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church  presents 

'  v  i  , 

Barton 

3  at 


is  / 


Thirty  Eighth  Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg,  held  a  service  of  dedi¬ 
cation  for  its  new  Allen  MDS  36  organ  on  July  1 2.  Three  organists 
were  featured  during  the  service.  They  were  Jeff  McLelland,  professor 
of  organ  at  Mississippi  College;  Kathy  Vail,  organist  for  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg;  and  Jeremy  Adcock,  organist  at  Thirty  Eighth  Avenue 
Church.  A  memorial  plaque  was  presented  to  the  church,  listing  those 
honored  or  memorialized  by  gifts  to  the  organ  fund.  The  organ  is  free 
of  debt.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Dana  Rice,  minister  of  music;  Adcock; 
Vail  (seated);  and  McLelland.  Wiley  Abel  is  pastor. 


Double  Springs,  Maben: 

Aug.  2-7;  Sunday,  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Rueben 
"Lucky"  Teague,  preaching; 
John  S.  Foies,  pastor. 

Montgomery,  Summit:  Aug. 
2-5;  homecoming;  Johnny 
Adams,  preaching;  9:45  a.m., 
Sunday  School;  11  a.m.,  wor¬ 
ship;  dinner  on  the  grounds, 
noon;  1  p.m.,  Obadiah  Concert; 
2  p.m.,  Gary  Dennis;  revival, 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary 

Dermis,  evangelist;  Randy  and 
Janice  Carruth,  music;  Bill 
Miller,  pastor. 

Immanuel,  Vicksburg:  Aug. 
30-Sept.  2;  Sunday,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Danny 
Lanier,  Little  Rock,  evangelist; 
Billy  Brumfield,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Natchez:  Aug.  2-5; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  5  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tony  Monk, 
Vicksburg,  evangelist;  Lisa 
Monk,  special  music;  Mike 
Harrigill,  pastor. 

Lollars  Grove,  Eupora:  Aug. 
2-5;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary  Jackson, 
Sturgis,  evangelist;  Steve  and 
Becky  Carver,  Mathiston,  of 
One  Way  Ministries,  music; 
Harvie  Jackson,  pastor. 


Juniper  Grove  (Pearl  River): 

Aug.  9-14;  Sunday,  homecom¬ 
ing;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Tommy 
Brill,  Pascagoula,  evangelist; 
Ray  Spence,  pastor. 

Bethesda  (Golden  Triangle): 

Aug.  9-14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 
Michael  Duff,  Springfield, 
Term.,  evangelist;  Joe  ana  Ceal 
Pate,  Kosciusko,  music;  James 
R.  Hutcherson,  pastor. 

Hickory  (Newton):  Aug.  lb- 
21;  7  p.m.;  different  speakers 
each  night  include  Sonny 
Adkins,  Kevin  Meador,  Bob 
Sanderson,  Ralph  Buckley, 
Danny  Lanier,  and  David 
Grumbach;  Rodney  Anderson, 
pastor. 

ML  Horeb,  Collins:  Aug.  2-5; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds,  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Cliff  Estes, 
Shreveport,  La.,  evangelist;  Jon 
McCartney,  Lucedale,  music; 
Shannon  D.  Marshall,  pastor. 

Macedonia,  Petal:  Aug.  2-5; 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  John  "Bull" 
Bramlett,  Memphis,  guest 
speaker;  Lee  Gordon,  West 
Point,  music;  L.  H. 
McCollough,  interim  pastor. 


Jackson,  MS, 
(601)  936-3000 
Richard  A.  Powell,  Pastor 


Lena  Church,  Lena,  will  hold 
its  150th  anniversary  celebration 
on  Aug.  2.  Services  will  begin  at 
10:30  a.m.  with  a  fellowship  din¬ 
ner  to  follow.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (601)  654-8822. 


First  Church,  Magee,  will 
celebrate  its  100th  anniversary 
on  Aug.  16.  Schedule  of  events 
includes  worship  service,  11 
a.m.;  lunch  at  noon;  and  2  p.m. 
service.  Kevin  K.  Hand  is  pastor. 


Heucks  Retreat  Church, 
Brookhaven,  held  a  dedication 
service  on  July  5  for  its  new 
pavilion.  Ken  Kirk  is  pastor. 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

❖  Letterheads  ❖  Brochures 
❖  Business  Cards  ❖  Newsletters 
and  more  at  wholesale  prices! 

Call  today  i or  more  information. 
V  J601)  355-5029  .  y 


Holcomb  (North  Central): 

Aug.  2-5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.; 
Dale  Ellenberg,  Mid-America 
Seminary,  evangelist;  Greg 
Childress,  Millington,  Tenn., 
music;  Randy  Ashley,  pastor. 


Chester  (Choctaw):  Aug.  2- 
5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  10:30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Dwight  Sibley,  Vicksburg, 
evangelist;  Joe  Styron,  Vaiden, 
music;  Philip  Cooper,  pastor. 


Youth  of  Bassfield  Church,  Bassfield,  recently  attended  Centrifuge 
at  Carson-Newman  College  in  Jefferson  City,  Tenn.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Alison  Ivonio,  Alesha  Little,  Lori  Green,  Kathyrn  Saulters, 
Alex  Broome,  Dustin  Beasley,  Adam  Ivonio,  and  Nathan  White.  The 
youth  were  accompanied  by  Mitizi  Bullock  and  Troy  Miles. 


Macedonia,  Meridian:  Aug. 
2-5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Malcolm 
Lewis,  Meridian,  evangelist; 
Travis  Watkins,  Lake,  music; 
Jason  C.  Gross,  pastor. 

Harmony,  Crystal  Springs: 
Aug.  2-6;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Kara 
Blackard,  Corinth,  evangelist; 
Les  Fox,  Harmony  Church, 
music;  Clark  Stewart,  pastor. 


Revival  Dates 
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Homecomings 


Acteens  from  First  Church,  (standing)  Casie  m 

)  i  fWa  Greenwood,  attended  the  Burt,  Anna  Miller.  *fiT 

kr&v  National  Acteen  Convention  Beth  Aden, 

*  '  (NAC)  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  leader,  was  not  ^ 

1-4.  They  were  involved  in  pictured.  (See  pg-Bn»  i  ] 

"it  ministry  projects  such  as  4  for  related tt'.'-.  '  gyj  « 

!  cleanup,  painting,  repairing,  story.)  tj  4  v  -■  ’  ■  tm-  if 

,  ?'/  working  with  child  relief  cen-  *  >  % 

$ '  ters,  working  with  elderly  cen-  Macedonia®  ”  *-  „  I,  \*  '%■  .M 

4  •  £  ters,  and  also  prayer  ministry  Church,  Union K  ?.  ■  *  ® ^  r  | 

]-»?i  abroad  the  steamboat  "Spirit  County,  recently®,'  ..  ’  ■&  -  •  | 

of  Jefferson"  on  the  Ohio  crowned  four®  i_-  ,»^r'"SpK  ’  I 

River.  Each  person  attending  Acteens  WjmEb  J 

*■  was  responsible  for  bringing  at  queens.  They®'  ~ ^  A  "% 

.  .  ^  I  least  one  baby  care  item  and  were  Hailey  ®’  '  1  ^  *£ 

.  I  two  pieces  of  cotton  fabric  to  Davis,  Amanda®  *  *  jmt  i 

■  |  participate  in  making  quilts  Fitzgerald  , ^Jk 

~ f  for  the  homeless  and  abused.  Brand  y , 

H  In  all,  33,000  baby  care  items  Windham,  and 

were  collected  for  the  child  Amanda  Robinhood  Church,  Brandon, 
^njSB  relief  center  and  over  1,200  Collinsworth.  The  dance  in  the  Willing  Workers  Ser 
quilts  were  made  by  the  GAs  were  also  rec-  Sunday  School  class  on  July  1 2 
HHH  Acteens  and  leaders  for  the  ognized.  Acteens  row)  are  Elizabeth  Williams,  Jos 
abused /homeless  centers,  leaders  are  Martha  Christman;  (second  row)  Lozene 
BB5  Pictured  (from  left,  seated)  are  Owen  and  Shirley  Hawthorne,  Eva  Christman,  La 
Memrie  McCaleb,  Crystal  Lee  Shirley.  Bill  Foley  Betres  McComb,  Jena  Covey, 
First  Church,  Greenwood  Acteens  Fleming,  Sherry  Thomas;  is  pastor.  Pauline  Davis,  teacher,  and  Fredc 


Little  Bahala,  Lincoln:  Aug. 
9;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  singing  in  after¬ 
noon;  D.  Scott  Willingham, 
Dumas,  Texas,  preaching;  Tom 
and  Willa  Moak,  music;  revival, 
Aug.  10-14,  services  at  6:30 
p.m.;  Wayne  Gray,  pastor. 


Whitesand,  Prentiss:  Aug.  9;  Aultman,  Hattiesburg,  guest  Pleasant  Hill,  Bogue  Chitto: 
10:30  a.m.;  lunch  following  speaker;  Bob  Thames,  guest  Aug.  2;  Floyd  F.  Higginbotham, 

morning  services;  Burley  singer;  revival,  Aug.  3-5;  pastor,  will  preach  at  the  11 

Bridges,  guest  speaker;  George  Aultman,  evangelist;  Tnames,  a.m.  worship  service;  lunch  at 
G.  Aultman,  interim  pastor.  music.  noon;  1:30  p.m.  service  will  fea¬ 

ture  the  Cornestone  Quartet 

Sunrise,  Petal:  Aug.  2;  11  Linn,  Doddsville:  Aug.  2;  from  Port  Gibson, 
a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fellow-  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship  hall,  noon;  Gerald  ship,  11  a.m.;  Artie  Nute,  Shiloh,  Oxford:  Aug.  2; 

f;uest  speaker;  covered  dish  10:30  a.m.;  covered  dish,  noon; 

unch  in  fellowship  hall;  1  p.m.  singing.  Walk  by  Faith, 

Charles  Jones,  pastor.  Randolph,  group  singers; 

Randy  Smith,  guest  speaker; 
Barefoot  Springs,  Ronnie  Mayes,  interim  pastor. 

mm/  Pelahatchie:  Aug.  2;  services, 

.  II  ^  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  on  the  Magees  Creek,  Walthall: 

WnBI  grounds;  Ned  Barrett,  former  Aug.  9;  160th  anniversary; 

VB  pastor,  preaching;  Joe  Stovall,  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 

/W'f  pastor.  ship,  10:45  a.m.;  covered  dish  in 

fellowship  hall,  noon;  1:15  p.m. 
/  Walnut,  Walnut:  Aug.  16;  singing;  Hosanna  in  the 

Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  Hignest,  Magee,  singers;  John 

in  Kearney,  Mo.  ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  Purvis,  Morton,  former  pastor, 

Glenda  Haglund,  daughter  lunch;  singing  by  The  guest  speaker;  revival,  Aug.  10- 

of  Rodney  ana  Joy  Renaas  of  Southland  Quartet  of  Walnut,  12;  David  Millican,  evangelist; 

Nunda,  S.D.,  considers  North  1:30  p.m.;  Samuel  Cox,  pastor.  Justin  Morgan,  pastor. 

Oxford  Church  her  home 


CenturyMen 
travel  to  Brazil 


The  CenturyMen  (100  men 
ministering  toward  a  new  cen¬ 
tury)  will  be  leaving  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  tour  to  Brazil  on  Aug.  3-20. 
The  choral  group,  under  the 
direction  of  Buryi  Red,  will  pre¬ 
sent  1 0  major  concerts  in  seven 
cities  of  Brazil.  Two  of  the  men 
from  Mississippi  who  will  be  on 
this  mission  trip  are  James 
Hayes,  retired  minister  of  music 
from  First  Church,  Hattiesburg, 
and  Raymond  Ball,  minister  of 
music  from  Highland  Colony 
Church,  Ridgeland. 


Missionary 

News 


Jeffrey  D.  and  Glenda  G. 
Renaas  Haglund  were  among 
53  people  appointed  by  the 
International  Mission  .Board 
July  21  during  a  service  at  Bon 
Air  Church  in  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Haglunds  will  work  in 
Ukraine.  Ukraine,  with  more 
than  50  million  people  in  pop¬ 
ulation,  has  the  strongest  and 
largest  Baptist  union  in 
Europe  and  the 

turnin'  S,.\  ir! 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis 
address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  Wind 


guage  pathologist  for  Oxford 
Public  Schools. 

The  Haglunds  have  one 
child,  Jedidiah  Paul,  bom  in 
1998. 


MS  Positions  Available 


WANTED:  MINISTER  OF 

MUSIC  AND  PIANIST.  Small 
church,  1  service  weekly.  Chapel 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  1126  Boyd 
Road,  Utica,  MS  39175.  (601) 

829-1853. _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
YOUTH  sought  by  small  town 
church.  Send  resumes  to  Randy 
Thompson  c/o  Pelahatchie 
Baptist  Church,  PO  Box.  355, 
Pelahatchie,  MS  39145. 
FULL-TIME  YOUTH  -  MUSIC 
MINISTER.  Housing  provided. 
Send  resume  to  Philadelphia 
Baptist  Church,  3646  Highway 
550  NW,  Wesson,  MS  39191 . 
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Faith  Church,  Jackson,  held  its  first  VBS  in  June.  Thirty-seven 
children  attended  with  three  professions  of  faith.  Pictured  are  mem¬ 
bers  who  worked  with  the  children  during  VBS. 


Chester  (Choctaw):  June  1-5;  graders  in  Vacation  Bible  School, 
total  enrollment,  200;  average  The  children  gave  490  pounds  of 
attendance,  151;  five  salvation  coins  which  totaled  $lp71.78.  The 
decisions;  Philip  Cooper,  pastor,  total  amount  was  sent  to  the  local 

BSU  to  help  students  lead  VBS 
First  Church,  Coldwater,  aver-  with  two  of  its  International 
.  aged  170  bed  babies  through  sixth  Mission  Board  missionaries. 


Monument  Drive  Church,  Tupelo,  licensed  Scott  Tackett  to  the 
ministry.  Tackett  graduated  from  Itawamba  Community  College  and 
attended  Mississippi  State  University.  Pictured  with  Tackett  (left)  is 
his  father,  Tommy  Tackett,  pastor  of  Monument  Drive  Church. 


Heuck's  Retreat  Church,  Brookhaven,  recently  licensed  Thad 
Owens  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Murry  to  the  ministry.  Each  is  available  for 
supply  preaching  and  may  be  contacted  through  the  church  at  (601 ) 
835-1821 .  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Murry  and  Owens. 


%  f 


VBS  Results 


WMU  CHURCH  LEADER 
TRAIN  INC  CONFERENCE 
OVERNICHT 


Gamp  Garay  wa 
st  14-15 

riday,  5  p.m.~ 
Saturday,  noon 


Cost:  $23 


Feat 

Wanda 

National 


*A$sociational  training  and  materials  will  be  available  for 
associat  tonal  WMU  leaders 

* Baptist  Book  Store  materials  and  free  information  from 
State  WMU  and  WMU  SBC  will  be  available 


Registration  Form 


Church/ Assn. _ 

Contact  Person  _ 

Address  _ _ 

City _ 

Number  of  women 


.  Phone 
Phone 


_  State _ Zip _ 

.  x  $23  =  Total  enclosed. 


Mail  to:  WMU 

ALT/CLT  Overnight 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB-WMU. 


July  30, 1998 


Antioch  Church,  Alcorn  Association,  had  74  children  enrolled  in 

Vacation  Bible  School  the  week  of  May  25.  Clarence  Hendricks,  pastor, 
spoke  to  each  class  on  Thursday  about  the  plan  of  salvation  and  asked 
each  child  to  search  his  heart.  Or.  Friday  over  a  two  hour  time  span  the 
pastor  dealt  with  each  of  the  1 5  children  who  prayed  to  receive  the 
Lord.  Melody  Hendricks,  VBS  director,  placed  a  hole  in  the  shuttle  dis¬ 
play  in  order  to  take  pictures  of  each  of  the  children  enrolled  in  VBS. 

Church  Buses 

•  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

m  *  r  t  j  n  •  ,  ,  1-(615)-376-2287 

New  and  Used  Buses  m  stock  wvw.carpenterbus.com 

Available  in  12  to  43  passengers  f  jg53 
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Staff  changes 

Hickory  Church,  Newton 
Association,  has  called  Gary 
Dover  as  minister  of  music 
effective  Aug.  2.  A  native  of 
Indianola,  Dover  received  his 
education  at  Belmont  College, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  His  previous¬ 
ly  place  of  service  was  Grace 
Memorial  Church,  Gulfport. 

Arrowood  Church, 

Meridian,  has  elected  Lamar 
Callahan,  former  song  leader, 
as  interim  music  director. 
Thomas  J.  Wood  has  also  been 
elected  as  interim  pastor. 
Sunday  services  are  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m. 

Andy  Cummings  has 

resigned  as  minister  of  music 
at  First  Church,  Columbus,  to 
join  the  staff  of  First  Church, 
Grenada,  effective  July  31 . 


Bass  tourney 
set  for  August 

First  Annual  Mississippi  Bass 
Tournament  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  14  and  15.  "This  event 
has  been  designed  as  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  tool  for  reaching  lost 
and  unchurched  people  in  our 
state.  Participants  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  bring  a  lost  or 
unchurched  friend  as  their  fish¬ 
ing  partner,"  said  Jim  Didlake, 
consultant,  .  Brotherhood 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

The  pre-tourney  fellowship 
will  be  Friday,  Aug.  14,  at  First 
Church,  Moss  Point,  beginning 
at  7  p.m.  Jim  S.  Philips,  pastor 
of  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood,  and  a  profession¬ 
al  Bass  fisherman  will  be  the 
speaker.  Blast  off  will  be  6 
a.m.,  Saturday,  Aug  15,  at  the 
River  Front  Boat  Launch  in 
Moss  Point.  Trophies  or  prizes 
will  be  awarded  for  the  top  ten 
teams.  Cost  for  the  event  is 
$40  per  team. 

For  further  information, 
contact  the  Evangelism 
Department  the 

Brotherhood  Department, 
MBCB  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Historian:  states  changing  denomination 

^  Identity  "The  'Texas  Solution'  .. 

HOUSTON  (ABP)  —  as  a  channel  of  support  to  ^  laenttty  illustrates  modifications  ir 

a-u Tavm  and  fhintist  imiuns  outside  the  SBC.  Articulating  an  laenniy  _ , 

what  it  means  to  be  Baptist  — 
is  a  formidable  task  in  these 


Annuity  Board 
sets  record 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Net 
income  of  $626  million  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1 998  topped 
any  previous  record  for  the 
first  half  of  a  year  for  the 
Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  income  was  $163.1  mil¬ 
lion  greater  than  the  previous 
high  tor  the  January-June  period 
in  1997.  Earnings  on  invest¬ 
ment  funds,  coupled  with 
$146.8  million  in  new  contri¬ 
butions  by  participants,  swelled 
total  assets  of  the  board  to 
$6,969  billion  on  June  30. 

O.S.  Hawkins,  president  of 
the  agency  that  provides  retire¬ 
ment,  relief,  and  insurance 
programs  for  Southern  Baptist 
churches  and  institutions,  said, 
"It  is  exciting  to  report  invest¬ 
ment  successes  for  God's 
choice  servants.  While  histori¬ 
cal  trends  indicate  the  tremen¬ 
dous  earnings  rates  of  recent 
years  may  not  be  sustainable 
over  the  long  term,  we  intend 
to  be  positioned  to  serve  our 
participants  well  no  matter 
what  the  market  conditions." 

Personal  accounting  state¬ 
ments  and  LifePoints  Quarterly, 
an  educational  newsletter,  will 
be  mailed  to  each  participant 
at  the  end  of  July. 


HOUSTON  (ABP)  — 
Actions  within  the  Texas  and 
Virginia  Baptist  state  conven¬ 
tions  are  changing  the  context 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  denom¬ 
ination,  historian  Bill  Leonard 
told  900  participants  at  a  recent 
Texas  Baptists  Committed  ban¬ 
quet  in  Houston. 

Leonard,  a  native  Texan  and 
noted  analyst  of  American 
church  history,  is  dean  of  the 
Wake  Forest  University  Divinity 
School  iri  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 


as  a  channel  of  support  to 
Baptist  groups  outside  me  SBC. 

It  also  includes  a  set  of  rec¬ 
ommendations,  approved  last 


ommendations,  approved  last  is  a  formidable  task  in 
year,  that  will  enable  the  Texas  davs,"  he  acknowledged, 
convention  to  do  several  tasks  "Historically,  ...  denominations 
previously  assigned  solely  to  helped  new  converts  know 

I*  _ _ lirVin  U/PfP  Anri  who  thev 


the  national  convention. 

Leonard  said  the  Texas 
action  is  particularly  significant 
for  several  reasons. 

"First,  because  of  the  numbers 
involved,"  he  said.  "Texas 


who  they  were  and  who  they 
were  not,  religiously  speak¬ 
ing." 

From  his  boyhood  in 
Decatur,  Texas,  Leonard 


"The  'Texas  Solution'  ... 
illustrates  modifications  in 
polity  and  a  return  to  the  older 
society  method  of  church  coop¬ 
eration,"  -he  said.  Before 
Baptists  organized  conven¬ 
tions,  they  worked  together  in 
societies,  "task-specific"  orga¬ 
nizations  that  enabled  individ¬ 
uals,  associations,  and  churches 
to  fund  such  ministries  as  mis¬ 
sions,  publishing,  education. 


3Cnooi  ui  rvuisiun-jtucm,  i  - .  .  c£.,  ,  ., 

"Virginia  produced  the  first  persons,  roughly  one-fifth  ot  the 
official  schism  in  the  controver-  SBC  itself.  Thus,  the  changes  ... 
sy,  with  that  state  now  split  go  a  long  way  to  making  the 
between  two  separate  organi-  BGCT  the  runth-largest  denoiru- 
zations,  both  recognized  by  the  nation  in  the  United  States, 
national  Southern  Baptist  "Second,  these  changes 
Convention  (SBC),"  he  said.  reflect  a  general  trend  among 
Southern  Baptist  Conserva-  American  religious  groups  to 
tives  of  Virginia  split  off  from  promote  regionalism  and  local- 
the  longstanding  Baptist  ism  ahead  of  national  denom- 
General  Association  of  inational  alignments. 

Virginia,  claiming  closer  alle-  "Third,  the  actions  come  at  a 
giance  to  the  SBC  time  when  American  religion 

"A  second  schism  looms  in  itself  is  in  a  state  of  permanent 
Texas,"  Leonard  said.  transition.  Old  ways  of  orea- 

Southem  Baptists  of  Texas,  a  nizing  religious  communities 
split-off  counterpart  to  the  new  —  specifically  the  denomina- 
Virginia  group,  nas  announced  tional  systems  are  realign 
it  will  form  a  convehtion  sepa-  ing,  re-forming,  reconnecting 


involved,  lie  5<uu.  iCAaa  _T.  fr 

Baptists  number  almost  3  million  identity,  such  as  the  rone  James 
persons,  roughly  one-fifth  of  the  Bible,  a  common  Sunday 
SBC  itself.  Thus,  the  changes  ...  School  lesson  and  "an  envelope 
go  a  long  way  to  making  the  in  which  you  placed  the  week- 
BGCT  the  ninth-largest  denomi-  ly  tithe  and  listed  your 
nation  in  the  United  States.  Christian  devotion  in  a  six- 

"Second,  these  changes  point  system.  He  also  recalled 
reflect  a  general  trend  among  key  worship  and  social  differ- 
American  religious  groups  to  ences  between  his  BGCl-amu- 

.  °  i*  _  _ _ 1  1 _ 1  /./xM/rroirifinn  anH  thp 
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recounted  shapers  of  Baptist  and  evangelism.  . 

identity,  such  as  the  King  James  These  days,  a  de  factosoci- 

Bible,  a  common  Sunday  ety  method  is  appare 
School  lesson  and  "an  envelope  throughout  Baptist  life, ■he 


DCnOOl  l  cu in  ai iciivtiuL/v  , ..  r  _  _ 

in  which  you  placed  the  week-  observed,  noting  Texas  Baptist 
lv  tithe  and  listed  your  developments  aflow  society 
Christian  devotion  in  a  six-  options  in  funding  and  mis- 
point  system."  He  also  recalled  sionary  participation.^ 
kev  worship  and  social  differ-  For  example,  churches 
ences  between  his  BGCT-affili-  may  decide  to  fund  and  par- 
ated  congregation  and  the  ticipate  in  the  Southern 
Fundamental?  Independent  Baptist  Convention,  the  state 
Baptist  church  in  town.  convention,  the  Cooperative 

*Today,  that  Baptist  system  Baptist  Fellowship,  the  Baptist 
that  nurtured  many  of  us  is  World  Alliance  and  other  enti- 
going,  going,  gone.  And  the  ties,"  he  said.  These  entities, 
question  looms  large:  What  including  the  BGCT,  are  essen- 
Baptist  identity  will  we  pass  on  tially  clearinghouses,  facilitat- 
to  new  generations?"  mg  local  churches,  and  region- 

Attempts  to  define  that  iden-  al  gatherings. 


«^Ho^7co^Hon*pa:  in^re-torming,  reconnect^ 

rate  from  the  Baptist  General  and,  in  some  cases,  collapsing.  the  old 

Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT).  Although  denominations  are  and  forms  of  piety,  he  said. 

The  pending  split  in  Texas  has  not  defunct,  they  provide 
been  on  ^.Leonard  Rasing ; ,  mpacl.cn  ,nd,v,du-  of  the 

“  f  indudS  a^ote  in  1094  Leonard  urged  Texas  Texas  reformation  involves 
redefining  the  Cooperative  Baptists  to  focus  on  three  key  Baptist  polity  -what  it  weans  to 
Program  Unified  budgit  so  that  areas  as  they  chart  their  course  be  together  in  specific  Christian 
affiliated  churches  may  use  it  into  the  future:  community,  Leonard  said. 


Polity 

"An  important  element  of  the 
Texas  re-formation  involves 


I  1UL1UI1I  HHUAWVA  -  ,  ,  ' 

affiliated  churches  may  use  it  into  the  future: 


community,"  Leonard  said. 


Whites  earn  urn 


Evangelists  called  gift  from  God 

^rchu8rc^“gTi  or  avoid  these  itymore.'  Osborne  said.  "We  need josmpaw.y 
itinerant  ministers,  contends  Bob  Pitman,  pastor  die  masks  and  let  God  work  in  our  lives, 
of  Kirbv  Woods  C h urc h,  Memphis,  Tenn.  Wayne  Bristow,  evangelist  from  Edmond, 

Speaking  to  the  40th  annual  Conference  of  Okla.,  challenged  the  group  to  remember  e 
Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  in  Salt  Lake  City's  importance  of  evangelistic  preaching. 

H  B  Salt  Palace  Con-  ^'Evangelistic  preachmg  is  not ...  telling  peo- 

vention  Center  pie  what  they  want  to  hear,  but  it  s  telling  wo- 
June  10,  Pitman  pie  what  they  must  hear,"  Bristow  stated.  We 


vention  Center 
June  10,  Pitman 
noted  that  fig¬ 
ures  from  the 
North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission 
Board  indicate 
that  only  7,000 
Southern  Bapt¬ 
ist  congrega¬ 
tions  held  re¬ 
vivals  during 
1997. 

"Some  say 

the  day  of 
revival  is  over. ... 
The  Scriptures 
do  not  teach  the 
day  of  revival  is 
over.  This  is  one 
of  the  greatest 
days  for  revival 
there  ever  has 
been,"  Pitman 
said. 

Mike 
Osborne,  evan¬ 
gelist  from 
Petersburg, 
Va.,  acknowl¬ 
edged  many 
evangelists  suf¬ 
fer  from  strug¬ 
gles  and  pain. 


ing  local  churcnes,  ana  region¬ 
al  gatherings. 

^Texas  thus  has  a  grand 
opportunity  to  model  these 
changes  in  polity  —  a  case 
study  in  Baptist  reorganiza¬ 
tion  and  realignment  toward  a 
new  century.' 

Theology 

Despite  20  years  of  theologi¬ 
cal  disputes,  Baptists  still  need 
to  engage  in  theological  discus¬ 
sion,  Leonard  asserted. 

"In  the  midst  of  the  debates 
and  derision  of  the  last  two 
decades,  little  serious  theolog¬ 
ical  dialogue  has  occurred," 
he  said.  'Theological  discus¬ 
sion  is  messy,  abrasive,  excit¬ 
ing,  dangerous,  and  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary. 

"What  will  it  mean  in  Texas? 
Can  we  pursue  theological  con¬ 
versation  without  the  accusa¬ 
tion,  character  assassination 
and  diatribe  that  ha^character- 
ized  the  last  20  yearsT*' 

Leonard  suggested  four  spe¬ 
cific  topics  for  discussion  and 
education:  the  Bible, 

Calvinism,  conversion  and 
baptism. 

A  resurgence  of  Calvinism  in 
some  segments  of  Southern 
Baptist  lire  "opens  doors  to  talk 
about  election,  free  will,  the 
atonement  and  the  destiny  of 
non-elect  infants  that  call  us  to 
confront  our  basic  theological 
orientations,"  Leonard  said. 


MLmM  U/lIIlLf  VV 

I  Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 

Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


Life  Answers  is  on  hiatus  due  to  a  death  in  the  author’s  family. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O,,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


pit  nriuii  u iv j  - 

come  to  declare  good  news,  and  that  good^news 

is  embodied  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Phil  Glisson,  evangelist  from  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  emphasized  the  importance  of  Christians 
acting  like  Jesus  by  being  Spirit-filled,  humble, 
patient,  faithful  and  determined. 

"Be  determined  that  you  will  do  what  God 
wants  you  to  do,"  Glisson  urged.  Be  deter¬ 
mined  that  nothing  will  stop  you.  ...  Pray  and 
ask  God  to  give  you  that  spirit  of  determination 
in  your  heart  —  no  matter  what  happens,  no 
matter  what  comes,  that  you'll  do  wnat  God 

wants  you  to  do."  ,  .  _  , 

New  officers  for  1998-99  for  the  Conference 
of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  are  president, 
Jerry  Drace,  Humboldt,  Tenn.;  vice  president, 

Mike  Osborne,  -  - - — 

Petersburg,  Va.;  A 

secretarv-trea-  jk 

Pamela 
Valle,  Bedford. 

Texas;  music  f 

director,  Ken  Ron  Mu(ntau„. n  „ 

Holland,  M,ntster  of  Counseliii) 

Franklin,  Tenn.;  First  Church,  lachon 

assistant  music 
director,  Les 

Snyder,  West  Life  Answers  is  on  hiatus  du 
Frankfort,  III.; 

and  parliamen-  Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Lift 
tarian,  Larry  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief 
Walker,  Dallas.  sis,  your  pastor  can  make  reammendati 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Choose  life-giving  wisdom 

Proverbs  8:1-11, 33-36 
* 

By  Nancie  E.  Simmons  heart  problems. 


without  to  God.  If  you  are  unsure  what  proper  diet  and  exercise,  then 
giveness.  God’s  wisdom  is,  are  constantly  our bodies  will  eventually  wear 
p  in  our  struggling  to  understand  the  out  and  die. 

;ing  our  Bible,  and  are  always  missing  This  is  also  true  with  a  per- 
th  Christ,  the  point  of  the  preacher's  ser-  son’s  spiritual  heart.  Those  who 
all  the  mon,  you  might  want  to  have  a  choose  "fatty"  sins  and  lazy 
available  little  check-up  on  your  spiritual  spiritual  involvement  are  on 
sease,  we  heart  health.  the  road  to  spiritual  death 

operway  Some  people  may  feel  that  because  of  a  clogged  relation- 
>urselves.  having  a  healthy  heart  is  an  ship  with  God. 
hand,  the  overwhelming  task  to  achieve.  Make  an  appointment  with 
best  method  to  maintain  They  feel  that  there  is  no  time  for  God  to  have  a  spiritual  check- 
ilthy  spiritual  heart  is  exercise  and  they  do  not  want  to  up.  Ask  God's  forgiveness  for 
jh  Gods  wisdom.  God's  give  up  the  foods  that  they  love,  sins  that  you  have  committed 
m  can  be  found  in  the  This  is  also  true  with  heart-  and  spend  some  time  identify- 
at  church,  through  other  sick  Christians.  There  is  no  time  ing  areas  in  your  life  that  need 
ians,  and  in  prayer  if  only  for  church  involvement  and  "toning.” 
we  would  look  for  it  and  have  they  especially  do  not  want  to  Get  your  heart  in  good  shape 

our  hearts  open  to  it.  give  up  the  sins  that  they  love.  so  you  will  be  able  to  hear 

Recognize  wisdom's  value  We  all  have  sins  that  constant-  God's  plans  for  your  life  and  be 

>  us  up  and  these  could  able  to  hear  his  words  of  guid- 
m  >  us  from  a  healthy  spiritual  ance.  Choose  life-giving  wis- 
„  /  heart.  If  you  want  to  find  the  dom  through  proper  nutrition 

could  understand  it,  but  strength  to  fight  these  sins,  the  from  the  Bible  and  spiritual 
de  his  plan  so  anyone  power  comes  in  knowing  God's  exercise  so  you  will  be  guaran- 
;ain  wisdom.  wisdom  and  understanding.  teed  to  live  a  full,  healthy  life, 

key  to  this  wisdom  and  Heed  wisdom's  instructions  Simmons  teaches  music  at  Harper 

tanding  is  a  clean,  pure  (8:33-36).  If  we  choose  not  to  McCaughan  Elementary  and  is  a 
hat  is  given  completely  take  care  of  our  heart  through  member  of  First  Church,  Gulfport. 


The  heart  is  one  of  the  most  in 
important  organs  in  our  body;  sp 
it  is  the  engine  that  runs  the  fix 
machine,  so  to  speak.  Without  lei 
it  we  would  not  be  alive.  Jui 

Heart  disease  is  a  very  com-  art 
mon  problem  in  my  family’s  ly 
medical  history.  For  this  reason,  I  thi 
have  to  be  very  aware  of  what  I  an 

eat  and  how  I  take  care  of  myself,  them  to  miss  out  on  God's  life- 
Heart  disease  can  be  a  silent  giving  wisdom,  which  cannot  be 
killer.  If  a  person  takes  for  understood  without  a  clean  heart.  (8:6-11).  God  made  his  plan  ly  trip 
granted  that  their  heart  is  Hear  wisdom's  call  (8:1-5).  simple.  He  did  not  structure  it  keep 
healthy  without  watching  eat-  Heart  disease  does  not  happen  so  only  intelligent,  scholarly  I 
ing  habits  and  exercising,  it  overnight.  It  is  a  gradual  process  *  **  ’  .... 

could  become  clogged  with  of  choosing  not  to  exercise  and 
cholesterol,  causing  more  seri-  choosing  unhealthy  foods, 
ous  problems.  In  the  same  way  spiritual 

Many  Christians  today  have  heart  disease  does  not  happen 
heart  problems  also  —  spiritual  overnight.  We  commit  sins  over 


Simmons 


Life  and  Work 

True  of  false  security? 

Jeremiah"l:l-3, 17-19;  2:12-13,  27-28;  5:30-31 


Kevin  Hand 


dal  motto  of  the  United  States  of 
America  is  "In  God  We  Trust.” 
This  guiding  prindple  appears  in 
our  national  anthem,  'The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner",  and  on  our 
money.  The  motto  appeared  first 
on  a  two-cent  piece  in  1864,  and 
in  1955,  Congress  required  that  it 
be  inscribed  on  all  U.S.  currency. 
The  motto  is  written  on  our 
money,  but  is  it  written  on  our 
hearts?  Does  our  nation  truly 
trust  in  God? 

About  2,600  years  ago,  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  questioned 
the  faithfulness  of  his  nation  of 
Judah.  He  pronounced  judg¬ 
ment  on  his  fellow  ritizens  for 


their  many  sins,  espe¬ 
cially  the  failure  to 
trust  God  in  both 
their  private  and  Hand 
national  affairs. 

Instead  of  trusting  in  God  for 
their  security,  the  people  of 
Judah  trusted  in  false  gods,  for¬ 
tified  rities,  and  the  temple. 
Additionally,  some  people  trust¬ 
ed  in  their  own  righteousness, 
deeds,  riches,  beauty,  and  fame. 

In  some  ways,  our  world  is 
like  Jeremiahs.  We  live  in 
tumultuous  times  and  people 
seek  security  in  a  variety  of 
sources.  Some  people  have  dis¬ 
covered  that  God  provides  the 
only  real  and  lasting  source  of 
security.  Others  have  placed 
their  trust  in  such  things  as  suc¬ 
cess,  wealth,  pleasure,  them¬ 
selves,  their  families,  etc.  Only 


those  who  trust  in  God 
will  find  real  security. 

This  month's  five-les¬ 
son  study  theme,  based 
on  selected  passages  from 
the  Book  of  Jeremiah,  is 
designed  to  help  people 
find  true  and  lasting  secu¬ 
rity  in  God.  Our  lesson 
this  week  deals  with 
WHERE  we  can  find  secu¬ 
rity  in  a  turbulent  world. 

A  turbulent  age  (1:1-3). 
Jeremiah's  ministry  of  almost 
40  years  was  during  the  turbu¬ 
lent  final  days  of  Judah.  His 
own  life  as  God's  prophet  was 
in  constant  turmoil.  He  served 
from  the  final  years  of  Josiah 
(627  B.C.)  until  the  fall  of 
Jerusalem  under  Zedekiah  (587 
B.C.).  Josiah's  short-lived 
reforms  ended  with  his  tragic 
death.  His  successors  were  evil 
and  weak  kings. 

Each  generation  faces  its 
own  problems.  We  will 
encounter  troubles  and  the 
storms  of  life  will  come  our 
way.  The  rains  will  descend,  the 


wind  will  blow  and  beat  upon 
us.  We  need  a  true  source  of 
strength  and  security. 

Finding  true  security  (1:17- 
19).  When  God  called  Jeremiah 
to  be  a  prophet,  God  warned 
him  of  difficulties  and  opposi¬ 
tion.  God,  however,  told 
Jeremiah  not  to  be  afraid 
because  he  would  provide  him 
the  strength  and  security  to 
endure  and  overcome. 

Even  as  God  promised 
strength  and  ultimate  security 
to  Jeremiah,  he  promises  the 
same  to  those  who  trust  in  him 
in  our  turbulent  world.  God  is 
our  Rock  of  Ages. 

Folly  of  false  security  (2:12- 
13,  27-28).  The  Lord  was 
appalled  at  the  evils  committed 
by  the  people  of  Judah.  They  had 
forsaken  God,  who  was  uke  a 
spring  of  living  water,  in 
exchange  for  false  gods,  which 
were  like  cisterns  with  holes  in 
them.  The  people  had  placed 
their  trust  in  visible  sources  of 
security,  gods  of  wood  and  stone. 
God  warned  the  people  that 


when  they  turned  to  their  false 
gods  for  help  in  times  of  trouble, 
tney  would  find  no  help. 

People  who  place  their  hope 
for  security  in  something  or 
someone  other  than  God  need 
to  recognize  that  their  choice  is 
sinful  and  foolish.  Ultimately, 
these  substitutes  will  fail  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  security  they  sought 
Popularity  of  false  security 
(5:30-31).  God  deplored  the 
moral  and  spiritual  plight  of 
Judah.  The  prophets  and 

Eriests  were  part  of  the  prob- 
;m,  not  the  cure.  The  common 
people  were  complacent  about 
the  status  quo. 

Too  many  people,  including 
some  religious  leaders,  partic¬ 
ipate  in  and  condone  practices 
tnat  lead  people  away  from 
God  and  encourage  them  trust 
in  things  other  them  God.  When 
people  trust  in  anything  or  any¬ 
one  except  God  for  their  securi¬ 
ty,  it  is  folly.  God  alone  pro¬ 
vides  real  and  lasting  security. 

Hand  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Magee. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Being  a  Christian  in  the  church 

1  Peter  5 

By  William  H.  Sims,  III _  nary  and  selfish  I 

motives  on  the  part  of 

When  Pompeii  was  destroyed  elders  and  members.  Sims 
by  the  eruption  of  Mt.  Vesuvius,  The  passage  contains  a 
many  were  buried  in  the  ruins,  final  wore!  on  the  ethics  of  sub- 
Some  were  found  in  deep  vaults  mission  which  was  so  dear  to 


many  were  buned  m  the  ruins. 
Some  were  found  in  deep  vaults 
and  some  in  lofty  chambers.  Yet, 
they  found  the  Roman  sentinel 
standing  at  the  city  gate.  While 
the  eartn  shook  beneath  him,  he 
still  stood  at  his  post. 

Our  Captain,  Jesus  Christ 
has  commanded  us  to  compel 
souls  to  his  church.  We  live  in  a 
dry  and  desolate  place,  a  world 
where  souls  are  desperately  in’ 
need  of  the  water  of  life. 

Instructions  to  leaders  (5:1- 
4).  This  is  the  first  time  Peter 
addresses  any  particular  group 
within  the  church  membership. 
Peter  warned  against  all  merce- 

•itPX  f.»;  vnjf  -  -  -  — 


Peter's  heart. 

The  Greek  word  translated 
"elders"  basically  means  "older 
men"  Peter  probably  was 
addressing  church  leaders, 
though  sometimes  pastors  are 
called  elders.  He  exhorted  them 
to  shepherd  the  flock  of  God. 
This  responsibility  includes 
guiding,  feeding,  and  protect- 
in  gt  he  flock. 

The  word  "crown"  in  verse  4 
refers  to  a  wreath  given  to  a  vis¬ 
itor  in  an  athletic  contest.  This 


crown  s 
in  die  c 


symbolized  participation 
glory  which  was  to  be 


revealed  at  the  coming  of 
Christ. 

Insight  for  humility 
(5:5-7).  Now,  the  atten¬ 
tion  is  turned  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  member¬ 
ship,  beginning  with  the 
youth.  The  younger 
Christians  were  to  sub- 
,  mit  themselves  to  the 
older  Christians. 

Peter  urged  the  members  to 
"be  clothed  with  humility."  The 
term  "humility"  describes  an 
attitude  of  meekness.  This  anal¬ 
ogy  may  well  reflect  Peter's 
experience  in  John  13  where 
Christ  washed  the  feet  of  his 
disciples.  This  lesson  of  self- 
imposed  lowliness  made  an 
indelible  impression  upon  Peter. 

The  ideal  pastoral  ministry 
consists  of  God's  people  dedi¬ 
cated  to  their  work  ana  serving 
others  for  Jesus.  Every  church 
member  must  never  forsake  the 
attitude  of  "servant"  for  the 
Lord's  sake. 

Involvement  during  afflic- 


N.R.' 


tions  (5:8-10).  The  command  to 
"be  sober,  be  vigilant"  calls  on 
believers  to  be  at  their  best.  The 
term  "adversary"  describes 
Satan  as  the  enemy  of  Christians. 
To  compare  the  devil  to  a  "roar¬ 
ing  lion"  emphasized  his 
viciousness  and  destructiveness. 

God's  people  are  to  resist  the 
devil  and  oe  strong  in  their  faith 
and  know  God  will protect  them. 
Remember,  the  devil  is  always 
awake,  active,  and  alert,  but 
Jesus  has  TOTAL  AUTHORITY! 

The  word  "resist"  literally 
means  to  stand  against.  The  only 
power  we  have  against  the  devil 
is  Jesus.  The  power  is  not  of  this 
world,  but  in  God's  holy  Word. 
Power  is  not  in  drugs,  illicit  sex, 
gambling,  or  any  sinful  deed, 
but  only  in  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

Keep  in  mind,  there  is  power 
in  the  blood.  God  will  grant  us 
his  power  daily,  if  we  ask  in 
faith.  Believe  in  victory  over  the 
devil,  doubt,  depression,  and 
know  the  delight  in  God's  word. 

Informative  closing  words 

. •  <’>'.<  ;;?'A  T>r  ii  y,  '' 


(5:11-14).  Peter  used  Silvanus  as 
a  scribe  in  this  writing,  and 
now  Peter  apparently  began  to 
close  the  letter.  Silvanus  is  gen¬ 
erally  thought  to  be  Silas, 

Paul's  faithful  associate  on 
his  second  missionary  journey. 
"Marcus"  was  John  Mark,  who 
was  the  "drop-but"  from  Paul's 
first  missionary  journey.  John 
Mark  is  a  fine  example  of  how 
God  does  not  give  up  on  those 
he  calls.  John  Mark  could  not 
turn  away  from  the  call  of  God 
upon  his  life. 

"Kiss  of  charity"  was  a  way 
of  greeting  in  New  Testament 
times.  The  phrase,  "the  church 
that  is  at  Babylon,"  referred  to 
the  church  in  the  city  of  Rome. 

We  must  remember  that  the 
church  is  not  a  club  of  saints,  it 
is  a  hospital  for  sinners.  Every 
member  must  learn  to  make 
their  place  of  worship  a  place  of 
love  and  grace.  Be  part  of  the 
solution,  not  the  problem. 

Sims  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pontotoc. 
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Computers  may  draw  youth  to  Sunday  School 
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Tawcott,  80  million  cEildgn  of 'baby  music  video  dips.  Video  cameras  can  be  helps  wtad.  rdatt  taaomfor  afl  «h« 


personal  computers  at  home  and  school,  more  confident  in 
with  few  exceptions,  they're  not  using  bringing 
them  at  church.  the  com- 

"We're  a  felt-board  church  in  a  PC  puter  into  ^ 

world,"  Kevin  Boles,  adult/youth  Sunday  the  class- 
School  associate  for  the  Louisiana  Baptist  room.  Boles 
Convention,  told  a  group  of youth  workers  said, 
attending  his  seminar,  "Technology  in  He  encour-  A 
Youth  Sunday  School  on  a  Shoestring  aged  workers  % 

Budget."  The  session  was  part  of  a  to  utilize 

National  Sunday  School  Leadership  Computer- 
Training  Conference,  July  13-17  at  savvy  youths'  1 

Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center.  interests. 

Boles  encouraged  youth  workers  to  find  "Let  one  of 
ways  to  integrate  technology  into  their  them  put  the  lessoi 
Sunday  School  lessons,  adding,  "It  doesn't  outline  into  a  Pow< 
have  to  cost  a  fortune."  tion  for  you.  Tell  th 

Teachers  can  start  by  mixing  less  expen-  ics  and  ^photos  yoi 
sive  examples  of  technology  into  their  usually  say,  'No  pn 
classroom  teadypg,  he  said,  such  as  using  Another  option 
a  "boom  box"  .or  sound  Christian  Internet  s 

system  to  play  Chn^tian  music  on  audio-  time  or  in  preparat 
cassettes  or  compact  discs.  and  other  youth  wo: 

"I  always  have  music  playing  as  young  honed  the  following 
people  enter  the  classroom,"  Boles  said.  "It  ♦  www.youthsc 
results  in  more  interaction  —  more  fellow-  web  site  producec 
ship  If  I  don't  have  it  on,  the  kids  tend  to  School  ministry  c 
go  right  to  their  seats."  Christian  Resour 

Other  useful  equipment  is  a  VCR  for  Baptist  Conventior 


♦  www.youfiipastor.com 
—  includes  numerous 
helps  for  youth  pastors, 
such  as  searchable  database 
of  games;  Bible  study  lessons 
by  topic;  and  e-mail  mailing 
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Prof  cites  teens'  desire  for  caring  relationships 
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RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  who  are  often  called  "mil- 
In  a  recent  University  of  Chicago  lenials,"  Richardson  said  they 
study,  signaling  devices  were  are  bi 
distributed  to  thousands  of  to  in 
teens  across  America.  often 

The  students  were  "beeped"  long-1 
at  different  times  of  day  over  quirec 
several  weeks  and  instructed  to  On 
write  down  what  they  were  have 
thinking  or  feeling  at  the  time.  their  i 
So,  what  was  most  often  on  religic 
their  minds?  "They  were  lonely;  pus,  t 
almost  terrified  of  being  alone,"  to  de 
Brian  Richardson  tola  youth  physi 
workers  attending  his  seminar,  will 
"Building  a  Better  Teen."  warm 

The  session  was  part  of  tire  ation. 

National  Sunday  School  have 
Leadership  Training  Conference,  comn 
July  13-1/  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  five  p 
Conference  Center.  Vvl 

"What  do  most  of  today's  gion, 
youth  need  from  you?"  many 


SRIH  UMNC  KIDQ  HDMI 
KRRC  KDI  X  CRNCZQDJH 
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New  Testament  Women 

Circle  the  names  of  the  New  Testament  women  listed  below. 

bncuevtcpwsndrvaxaso 
HEIGMCFKNCOATHNUSPDA 
EKAOAPISARHICNQOFIMI 
COEILJWNMTBHASHBGCOS 
PSLDHBDORUTSOPAVAXYL 

guhhnaayceuqyiolsnze 
jceqcopebsbrdaljtkno 

SFLEPHKAAYTUHIPEHITA 
IAHCERSLNBAVCRCNEBPL 
VJONFIOATLBSUHJGOPZA 
OFAMLMAECFICEXAIHFYP 
EYXEEPSHORSUZDKIMRUH 
HCHTNKBUPEOBTEAHALAS 
JRIEFEHCJDVDFWZMIORK 
YOWMRGLMIHLIAOPYAHCQ 
BPACUOUALYDEKGNHZRVA 
MOHNIEDXDBPACVTSOBXW 
SAGTNOHXYGOKPRUAPEXS 
WNAYHAAGAXASALMODTBP 
KXUREOMBVSXMYNCEVAXE 


Clue:  O  =  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Isaiah  Twenty-Four  Eleven. 


ANNA 

APPHIA 

BERNICE 

CANDACE 

CHLOE 

CLAUDIA 

DAMARIS 

DORCAS 

ELISABETH 

EUNICE 

EUODIA 

HERODIAS 

JOANNA 

JULIA 

LOIS 

LYDIA 

MAGDALENE 

MARTHA 

MARY 

PHOEBE 

PRISCILLA 

RHODA 

SALOME 

SUSANNA 

SYNTECHE 

TRYPHENA 

TRYPHOSA 


education  at  Southern  Semin¬ 
ary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  asked. 

"They  need 
7  .  .  you  to  care. 

Q\X)B  I  They  need 

^  i  Ipersonal, 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hi.  My  name  is  Don 
Taylor  Jr.  and  I  live  in 
Sherman,  MS.  I  am  11 
years  old  and  I  will  be 
in  the  6th  grade  this 
year.  My  hobbies  are 


on  human  potential," 
Richardson  said. 

Those  who  do  ex¬ 
press  an  interest  in  reli¬ 
gion,  he  said,  demon¬ 
strate  erratic  Bible 
‘teens  study  attendance  pat 
uires  l - — I  —  ’ - 


terns  and  often  Have] 
to  short  attention  spans. 
>m  Richardson  encour- 
;v-  aged  youth  workers  to 
d-  help  teens  grow  spiri¬ 
tually  by: 

rg  •  speaking  to  them 
v  e  about  your  own  spiri- 
is-  tual  struggles  and  vic¬ 


tual  struggles  and 
tories. 

•  encouraging  them 
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